Community College of Beaver County

MASTER  SYLLABUS

Course Name    The Early Childhood Professional
Course Number    ERCH 210



(ER  210)

Co/Prerequisite:  12 credits of ERCH courses

Lecture Hours:  3

Lab Hours:       0

Credit Hours:   3

I.  Course Description

Students are introduced to the issues and problems confronting the early childhood professional including curriculum planning, staff relations, home/social interactions, ethical concerns, budgetary considerations, and professional development.  Emphasis also will be placed on how to comply with state rules and regulations.

II.  Objectives


At the completion of this course, the student will be able to

A. develop perspectives on the history, educational foundations, developmental theory, organizational styles and instructional techniques of education for children birth through age eight.

B. discuss current and continuing issues in early childhood education.

C. clarify an appropriate reciprocal relationship between a caregiver and the child’s family.

III.  Topics to be Covered

A. What does it mean to be a professional?

B. Understanding current issues

C. The past:  prologue to the present

D. Developmentally appropriate programs and practices

E. Pennsylvania rules, regulations, and statutes for early childhood programs and settings

F. The role of families and the federal government in developing early childhood programs

IV. Laboratories – none

V. Texts

Bredekamp, S & Copple, C.  Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs (N.A.E.Y.C. Series #234.  National Association for the Education of Young Children. 
Keyser, J. 2006.  From Parents to Partners, Redleaf Press.  ISBN: 1-929610-88-2

NAEYC #288, Spotlight on Young Children and Families. (Koralek, D. editor), ISBN:  1-928896-42-1

Neugebauer, B. & R. 2008.  The Art of Leadership: Managing Early Childhood Organizations.  Exchange Press Inc. ISBN:  978-0-942702-24-8

VI. Materials and Equipment - N/A

VII. Bibliography 
Goffin, Stacie G. Speaking Out: Early Childhood Advocacy. Washington, DC: NAEYC, 1988.

Gordon, Ann. Beginnings and Beyond: Foundations in Early Childhood Education. Albany, NY: Delmar Press, 1993. 

Growing Together: Early Childhood Education in Pennsylvania. Harrisburg, 
PA: DOE, 1989.

Hyson, Marilou. Preparing Early Childhood Professionals. Washington, DC: NAEYC, 1996.

MacDonald, Sharon. The Portfolio and its Use. Little Rock, AR: Southern Early childhood 
Association, 1997.

Mooney, Carol Garhart. Theories of Childhood. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press, 2000.

Petersen, Evelyn. A Practical Guide to Early Childhood Planning, Methods, and Materials. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1996.

Powell, Douglas R. Families and Early Childhood Programs. Washington, DC: NAEYC, 1989.

Rand, Muriel. Giving It Some Thought: Cases for Early Childhood Practice. Washington, DC: NAEYC, 2000.

VIII. Methods of Evaluation

Attendance and participation—







10%


 Assignments-










30%


Classroom exams focusing on handouts, discussions and text 




Material-









40%

Parent/Family Handbook— (Portfolio Assignment)


20%

B.
Grading scale:



90 - 100%  = A



80 -  89%  =  B



70 -  79%  =  C



60 -  69%  =  D

0 -  59%  =  F

IX. Portfolio Assignment
This portfolio assignment meets a required portfolio competency and rubric and is required for all students taking ERCH 210-The Early Childhood Professional.  Students can use this assignment in the Student Portfolio under the CCBC General Education component of either Communication Proficiency or Information Literacy, but not both.   Students who successfully complete this assignment will demonstrate an acceptable level of written communication skill, document information in accordance with a standard documentation style and articulate and employ a research strategy.  Points will be assigned for the portfolio assignment using the criteria specified in the Early Childhood Professional Parent Handbook Portfolio Assignment Rubric. 
The Assignment:
Parent/Family Handbook Assignment

Students will create a Parent/Family Handbook containing all of the information that a parent or family would need to ascertain when enrolling a child in a child care facility.  Students will develop the parts of the handbook throughout the semester as they acquire information from the text, assignments and lectures.  The final project will be due at the end of the semester.  Each student will create their own unique handbook based on the type of hypothetical childcare facility they choose.  The Parent/Family Handbook assignment is worth 20% of the final grade for the course.  
Portfolio Assignment Grading:

Points will be assigned for this portfolio assignment using the criteria specified in the Parent/Family Handbook Grading Rubric provided below.  

	
	30
	20
	10
	0

	Appropriateness of Handbook/Creativity
	Handbook was well planned, creative and appropriate for target audience
	Handbook was borderline appropriate and creative.  
	Handbook  needs to be revised to be appropriate, not much creativity
	Handbook is not appropriate for intended audience. No creativity displayed.

	Effort
	Student followed all directions on assignment sheet in explicit detail and showed great thought
	Student followed all directions on assignment sheet and showed some thought


	Student did not follow directions and complete assignment, but attempted.  It was obvious little thought was put into the assignment
	Student made minimal to no effort to complete assignment

	Display/Neatness
	Typed, 12 pt. font, double spaced in page protector (PP)
	Typed, incorrect font size, spacing or no PP
	Handwritten, but neatly and PP
	Unacceptable 

	Knowledge of subject
	Student demonstrates through assignment that they fully understand and can implement knowledge of subject or concept
	Student demonstrates through assignment that they have some knowledge of subject or concept
	Student demonstrate through assignment that they have limited knowledge of subject or concept
	Student demonstrates through assignment that they have no clue what the subject or concept is about.  

	Completion Date
	Assignment is turned in on time
	Assignment is one day late
	Assignment is 2 days late
	Assignment is more then 3 days late.  

	Contents
	Contents of handbook are extensive and written for easy understanding
	Contents of handbook are adequate and/or  contents are written slightly above reading level for typical parents
	Contents of the handbook are narrow or Contents are written beyond reading level of typical families.  
	No handbook was turned in OR contents were unacceptable OR reading level was unacceptable.  



	Total
	
	
	
	


Parent/Family Handbook Grading Rubric
X.
Statement on Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty occurs when a student represents words or ideas as their own, shares exam or answer with others without the instructor’s permission, or presents an artifact produced by another (whether hand-made of computer generated) as their own. . Academic dishonesty also occurs when a student assists another student in pursuing the above activities. Further information about academic dishonesty, including penalties, is included in the student handbook.

X. Attendance Policy

The course ascribes to the attendance statement found in the college catalog.

Refund Policy of CCBC

Students withdrawing are eligible for partial tuition refunds as follows:

     100% 
withdrawal prior to the end of the first week of the semester.

       50% 
withdrawal prior to the end of the second week of the semester.

No refund 
withdrawal after the second week of the semester.

     100% 
if class is canceled by the College.

For summer sessions, the refund policy is prorated on the length of the term.
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