Shoot for the STARS!

Congratulations! You have joined thousands of child care, PA Pre-K Counts, and Head Start programs who are participating in Keystone STARS because you are committed to providing quality early education to our young children. 

You know that the work it takes to become a part of Keystone STARS and the climb up the STARS quality ladder is worth it because it means you can give children a greater opportunity to reach their promise. Participating in Keystone STARS at any STAR level is an accomplishment for which you should be proud! You’ve obviously worked hard to demonstrate your commitment to high quality early care and learning and now it’s time to promote your success! 
Make your STARS Shine!
You can use STARS to gain positive attention for your program while helping raise awareness that quality early learning matters! Remember, it takes a person dozens of times to hear or see a word before they really remember it. As a recognized Keystone STARS provider, YOU are very important in helping families and your community understand and appreciate your commitment to quality child care and education. Below are some creative ideas for how you can ‘Shine your STARS!’ and raise awareness of your participation in one of the nation’s most successful Quality Rating Improvement Systems. 
1. Display your STARS certificate and window cling in your front window or high traffic area of your program. Customize and post the Keystone STARS promotional flyer (on page 3).
2. Add the STARS logo to anything that includes your program logo, such as:
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Letterhead

· Website

· Advertisements

· Parent letters and newsletters

· Program sign

· Staff or child T-shirts

· Rate sheet and schedule

3. Add one of the following taglines to all of your publicity and written materials, including radio or TV ads, newsletters, websites, and press releases:

· Keystone STARS rated as a STAR [Number] program recognized for providing high quality early care and education, building strong foundations for children’s successes in school and life.

· [Name of your program] is a Keystone STAR [Number] program. Administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, Keystone STARS is a voluntary program that awards a STAR 1 to STAR 4 rating to child care, PA Pre-K Counts, and Head Start programs that meet quality standards. Eligible programs may receive targeted financial supports to improve quality without substantial additional cost to families. 

4. Distribute an announcement of your participation in Keystone STARS to local organizations and community leaders, such as: 
· Elementary school principals, superintendents and school board members
· Community center directors

· Local businesses and employers  
· Your local Chamber of Commerce
· Mayor, county officials, state senators and representatives and Governor.

5. Share with families in your program information about Keystone STARS, and provide them with brochures that they can share with their family and friends. You can download copies of the PA’s Promise STARS brochure from the PA Key (www.pakeys.org) or PA’s Promise (www.papromiseforchildren.com) or contact your Regional Key or Community Engagement Group for hard copies. Don’t forget to discuss Keystone STARS with prospective families. 

6. When answering the phone, and on automated voicemail messages, add the tagline 

“A Keystone STAR [Number] program.” 


7. Share your good news with your neighbors! Throughout the year, don’t forget to share how Keystone STARS is making a difference for your program, your teachers, and most importantly, the children in your program. 
You can share good news such as:

· Moving up a STAR level

· Teachers earning new credentials and degrees 

· Special classroom projects that teach children great new skills

· Children graduating to a new classroom or on to kindergarten

You can share these milestones with: 
· Parents and families in your program

· Local newspaper, radio and television stations 

· Local elected officials

· Legislators and the Governor
8. When you or one of your teachers achieves an educational accomplishment through professional development, TEACH vouchers, or workshops – throw a ‘Shining STAR!’ party. Cookies and punch or pizza and soda, including families in a celebration ensures that they are aware of and appreciate your extra hard work. It’s also a great way to talk about how Keystone STARS grant and award funds directly benefit children by contributing to the continued education of the staff who care for them.  
9. Use the STARS logo to make creative gifts for your community Welcome Wagon, Chamber of Commerce, transitioning families or new families. Internet sites such as Vista Print allow you to upload your logo and choose from thousands of low-cost products, which include cups, mouse pads and calendars. 
10. For more ideas, resources and templates to promote your participation with Keystone STARS, visit the STARS Outreach Resources page on the PA Keys website at: www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=STARS_outreach.
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	[Name of Program]

is proud to be a

Keystone STAR [Number] program!
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Our children are our greatest resource; we need to make sure we give them the opportunity to learn so they can reach their promise.

[Name of Program] is a Keystone STAR [Number] program because we believe that quality early education is key to our children’s future success in school and in life. 
	Keystone STARS is a state-funded voluntary program that promotes quality in child care, PA Pre-K Counts and Head Start programs. Programs earn a STAR 1 to STAR 4 rating based on quality standards for teachers, classrooms, and program management.  As programs meet higher standards, they earn more STARS. 

Through Keystone STARS, programs can provide new learning materials, books and toys for children, and help teachers get more education and college degrees to provide a better education for our young children, without significantly higher costs to families. 

For more information on Keystone STARS, visit the Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children website at: http://paprom.convio.net/Keystone_STARS.

	[Include your program information here such as hours, services offered, etc.]


Because every child is Pennsylvania’s future!
