Sample press release for providers to send to the local media when they join Keystone STARS:

For the best chance of media placement:

· Email the press release (with full text showing in the actual email, not sending it as an attachment) to the news editor and education reporter. If you are not sure who these people are, you can visit the media outlet’s website or contact Kelly Swanson at kelswa@berksiu.org. 

· Later that day or the next day, call the education reporter and ask if they received your press release. 

· If they ask you a question you cannot answer, tell them that you will get back to them with an answer and contact Kelly Swanson. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT:   {Name}
{Date}









{Phone}

{Email}

{Program Name} earns state quality rating through Keystone STARS
{CITY}  –{Program Name} has joined Pennsylvania’s Keystone STARS program and received a STAR {Number} designation. {Program Name} provides child care services for approximately {Number} children ages {Age} to {Age}. 
{Quote from program about the importance of STAR status, for example: “Our designation as a Keystone STAR  [Number] program tells parents that their children are in a developmentally appropriate and supportive environment where they can learn new things every day and be prepared to start school ready to learn.”}
{Select ONE of the paragraphs below, depending upon your STAR level.}
To achieve a STAR 1 rating, {Program Name} had to meet research-based standards for program quality. For example, a STAR 1 program must develop a parent handbook, hold a parent conference, and complete a self-assessment of the classroom and learning environment.
 
To achieve a STAR 2 rating, {Program Name} had to meet increased research-based standards for program quality. For example, at least half of lead teachers in STAR 2 centers or group child care homes must have an Associate’s degree in early childhood education.
 
To achieve a STAR 3 rating, {Program Name} had to meet higher research-based standards for program quality. For example, all lead teachers in a STAR 3 centers and group child care homes must have an Associate’s degree in early childhood education.
 
To achieve a STAR 4 rating, {Program Name} had to meet greater research-based standards for program quality. For example, at least half of lead teachers in STAR 4 centers and group child care homes must have a Bachelor’s degree in early childhood education.
{Quote from program about why it joined Keystone STARS, for example: “[Program Name] joined Keystone STARS because we are committed to giving our children the highest quality of care so that they can learn, play and grow into becoming responsible members of our community. Research has shown that quality early education increases a child's likelihood to do well in school, graduate high school and attend college or job training.”}
Keystone STARS is a quality rating and improvement system that offers families a way to evaluate the quality of child care programs, so that they can make an informed decision that best suits their needs, as well as the needs of their children. As STAR levels increase from a STAR 1 through a STAR 4, so do the requirements for meeting higher standards of quality. Keystone STARS also provides training to advance staff education, technical assistance to help programs meet STAR level requirements, and additional resources through support grants and merit awards to support continued quality improvements.  
Keystone STARS quality standards build upon health and safety requirements regulated by the Department of Public Welfare. Nearly 4,500 Keystone STARS providers are serving nearly 170,000 children from birth to age 12 in 2010-2011.  

{Brief description of your program: name, location, areas served, children served, mission statement}
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